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Appearing below are excerpts from an interview with leaders of the Salvadoran Unitary Workers'
Front (FUT) published in El Salvador Proceso (9:340, 06/15/88). (From translation provided by
the Washington Office on Latin America, Washington DC.) On Oct. 21, 1987, the Salvadoran
Workers' Central (CTS) and the General Association of Public and Municipal Employees (AGEPYM)
announced an alliance, known as the Unitary Workers' Front (FUT). The FUT's major objectives
are identifying viable alternatives for the defense of workers' interests as well as promoting peace
between the rebels and the government via a genuine national dialogue with the participation of
all Salvadoran social sectors. Below are excerpts of an interview with the FUT leadership. Proceso:
What distinguishes the CTS-AGEPYM alliance from El Salvador's other major labor federations, the
National Union of Salvadoran Workers (UNTS) and the National Union of Workers and Peasants
(UNOC)? FUT: At a national level, the CTS and AGEPYM share similar principles. Both profess a
Social Christian ideology, both are affiliated to the Latin American Workers' Conference (CLAT)...
Although we agree with some of the demands by the UNTS and UNOC, we do not share agreement
on methods of struggle. We do not support the UNOC in that it defends the government project,
and is internally split along the same lines as the Christian Democrat Party. UNOC]...FUT pursues
a genuine solidarity that may lead us to a genuine consensus. We hope to form this solidarity with
the UNTS as well as the UNOC in that we are all workers, and the present situation [in El Salvador]
hurts all of us equally. Proceso: Would you describe the FUT's internal coordination mechanisms?
FUT: We don't have a structure...Our unity arises from programmatic similarities, rather than
organic ones. We respect each other's separate identity and autonomy, and both organizations
make their own decisions on internal matters. When there is a need to act together, we do so.
There is a Coordinating Committee that relies above all on the president of AGEPYM and the FUT
secretariat. This is where our work plan originates, and when we must deal with important tasks,
commissions are created [by the Committee]. We are attempting to fill a vacuum in the popular
movement...In this manner, we believe the FUT can become an organization that brings together
new social forces. At present, we are talking with other organizations that we believe are going to
become part of the FUT. Proceso: What has FUT done to defend public employees? FUT: FUT is
relatively new. We have sponsored a couple of actions: we marched on May 1 towards the Libertad
park march was our first action on the streets as FUT. We have also accompanied actions sponsored
by the UNTS. Although the FUT has not yet participated in a strike or occupied the streets, this
does not mean that such actions will not occur in the future. On May 11, the Workers' Association
of the Ministry of Public Works (ATMOP) initiated a strike, and the FUT was there supporting
the strikers morally and politically. With the National Association of Workers of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Livestock (ANTMAG), the strike ended successfully...Of the 200 workers threatened
with dismissal only seven remain unincorporated. There is now an agreement to incorporate them.
The struggle, however, continues because most of the agreements signed are not being fulfilled in
practice. The FUT also participated in the case of the National Institute of Public Employee Pensions
(INPEP). The prolongation of the conflict was due to the intransigence of INPEP's president, but
the conflict was resolved successfully. No one was dismissed. Proceso: Have there been dismissals
from administrative posts under the newly installed ARENA mayors? What is the FUT's position
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on such dismissals? FUT: We have received a series of demands from workers in mayoralties
located in the country's interior who have been subjected to threats [of dismissal]...FUT met with the
mayor of San Salvador, coordinator of the mayoralties under the new Municipal Code, and also an
important ARENA leader. We discussed the situation with him, indicating that these threats must
cease since they are an insult to the workers' dignity. We reached an agreement, and he made a
commitment to do all he could to ensure that such threats do not continue. Nevertheless, we have
had complaints about the dismissal of employees, as in the case of the San Vicente mayoralty. In
San Vicente our timely intervention prevented the dismissal of workers. There are isolated cases
[of dismissals] in the mayoralties of the interior, but those their behalf. union struggle because the
workers being currently discussed obtained their posts when the employees of a previous party
were fired. It is a situation sanctioned by the law, since otherwise no political leader would enjoy
any liberty of action. As an organization, we focus on collecting all relevant information regarding
the motives and causes of the dismissal. We analyze the information and approach the civil service
commissions of the mayoralties, present the problem, and many times the case is resolved. When
the commission appears unable resolve a specific case, it is forwarded to the tribunal. Proceso: How
does FUT view the political parties' programs? FUT: We are informed on each party's ideology and
political doctrines...[Based on this knowledge], we decide whether a particular political project is
sincere or demagogic, if it responds to popular demands, and if it promotes social justice or not.
Proceso: Do you perceive elections as a means to solve the nation's problems? FUT: We do believe in
elections as part of the political process. However, we lament the fact that in El Salvador, minimum
and necessary conditions do not exist for distinct political forces to manifest themselves...[A]nyone
can form a political party as long as they have sufficient money... alternatives to El Salvador's crisis,
i.e., the war. [In the most recent electoral campaigns], both ARENA and the Christian Democrats
offered very little on propositions for ending the war. To the extent that a political program does
not exist or may not exist to respond to this concrete problem, FUT does not dismiss the validity
of elections, but rather has reservations. We believe that it is necessary to construct a new social
force that will really represent the people's interests. Proceso: Do you perceive any type of solution
to the crisis? FUT: At present, we do not foresee a...solution. Christian Democracy is the political
godfather of the counterinsurgency project. It is a party destroyed by its own ambitions for power.
The extreme rightwing ARENA defends the capitalist system, and is trying to construct a new image
to win the favor of imperialism. The National Conciliation Party (PCN) has a very dark past that
would be difficult to leave behind. [Under these three parties], solving El Salvador's problems will
be...extremely difficult. Proceso: What is your evaluation of the political potential of the Democratic
Convergence? FUT: The Democratic Convergence can probably begin to fill the political vacuum
created by the absence of the left in the electoral process...[T]he participation of the Convergence
should not be used to legitimate the counterinsurgency project, but rather to pursue a negotiated
political solution. In our view, the Convergence is the only meaningful alternative remaining for
the people and the workers. Unfortunately, [the Convergence] has the time factor working against
it...[O]nly eight months remain before the presidential elections, and the Convergence still lacks
a structure at the national level...Constructing one requires time... Nonetheless...we think that the
Democratic Convergence should participate in all elections as long as they address El Salvador's
basic problems, propose solutions to the crisis, and refrain from becoming just another party.
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